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Interstate 694 in Oakdale remains closed Monday afternoon as crews work to repair a water-main break underneath the freeway. 


87,000 East Metro drivers impacted 
daily after Oakdale water pipe break 


By Mary Divine 


City crews will 


1-694 detours 


Minnesota 36 west to I-35E and 


be working 


MnDOT advised motorists to use these detours to avoid the water 
main break along I-694: northbound traffic should detour heading 
west on l-94, and north on I-35E; southbound traffic should take 


head south to I-94. 
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A water-main break that caused a 
leak of more than 1.5 million gallons 
of water and shut down Interstate 
694 in both directions in Oakdale 
could take until Friday to repair, offi- 
cials said Monday. 

It is expected that it will take a day 
or two beyond that to repair the 
road, Minnesota Department of 
Transportation officials said. 

“The first thing we need to do is 
find the leak and repair that, and 
then we begin to work on the road- 
way,” MnDOT spokesman Kevin 
Gutknecht said during a news con- 
ference Monday at Oakdale City 
Hall. “We can’t begin to do road 
repairs until they’re pretty close to 
being done with water-main repairs. 
We want to get it fixed, and we want 


“around the clock” to replace the 12- 
inch main under the highway near 
15th Street, said Shawn Nelson, the 
city’s utility superintendent. 

The water main was installed in 
1964 — before I-694 was built — but 
age is not believed to be a factor in 
the break. “The water main was sev- 
ered inside the casing and then 
flowed out of the casing,” he said. 

Between 1.5 million and 2 million 
gallons of water were lost as a result, 
he said. 

An Oakdale resident called police 
about 9 a.m. Sunday to report the 
leak after discovering water in her 
back yard in the 800 block of Hall- 
mark Avenue; Nelson said crews had 
received an alert about three hours 
earlier that “water pressure was 
lowering.” 
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to get it fixed right.” 
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Woman shares evidence 
of relationship with Moore 


Says Ala. Senate 
candidate dated her 
when she was 17 


By Stephanie McCrummen 
Washington Post 


DELRAY BEACH, Fla. — Deb- 
bie Wesson Gibson was in her 
attic hauling out boxes of Christ- 
mas decorations last week when 
she noticed a storage bin she said 
she had forgotten about. Inside 
was a scrapbook from her senior 
year of high school, and taped to 
a page titled “Those Who 
Inspire” was a graduation card. 

“Happy graduation Debbie,” it 
read in slanted cursive handwrit- 
ing. “I wanted to give you this 
card myself. I know that you'll be 
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a success in anything you do. 
oy.” 


The inscription, Gibson said, 
was written by Roy Moore, the 
Alabama Republican nominee 
or U.S. Senate who in recent 
days has repeatedly denied the 
accounts of five women who told 
The Washington Post that he 
pursued them when they were 
teenagers and he was an assis- 
tant district attorney in his 30s. 
Since those allegations were 
published last month, four more 
women have come forward to 
allege that Moore made unwant- 
ed sexual advances. 

The accounts in The Post 
included those of Leigh Corfman, 
who said she was 14 when Moore 
touched her sexually, and Gib- 
son, who said that she publicly 
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Freedom bloc weighs in 
on gov t shutdown talks 


Trump to meet with congressional leaders 


By Ed O'Keefe 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Attempts to 
avert a government shutdown hit 
a snag late Monday as a bloc of 
conservative lawmakers pres- 
sured top GOP leaders to set a 
new spending deadline for just 
after Christmas — instead of just 
before — in a bid to maintain the 
party’s leverage in talks with 
Democrats over spending levels 
and other year-end concerns. 

Government funding is set to 
expire on Friday, giving Republi- 
cans who control Congress just a 
few days to shore up support. 
President Donald Trump and top 
congressional leaders agreed to 
meet on Thursday afternoon to 
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discuss details of a new year-end 
spending agreement — just 
hours before spending runs out. 

Over the weekend, Republican 
leaders unveiled a bill to keep the 
government operating through 
Dec. 22, giving bipartisan negoti- 
ators more time to reach an 
agreement. 

But members of the House 
Freedom Caucus on Monday 
night briefly withheld support 
for a bill to formally launch nego- 
tiations with the Senate on a 
GOP tax reform plan — not over 
issues with the Senate legisla- 
tion, but as a way to extract con- 
cessions from Republican lead- 
ers on the spending measure. 


BUDGET TALKS, 9A 


SECTION A LOCAL, NEWS, OBITS, OPINION, BUSINESS SECTION BSPORTS SECTION C A&E LIVE, TV, ADVICE 


Volume No. 169, No. 222, 3 sections, 22 pages 
Subscriber service 651-717-7377 Reader advocate 651-228-5446 © 2017 St. Paul Pioneer Press (Northwest Publications) 


* DECEMBER 5, 2017 


Sticker 
shock for 


St. Paul 


taxpayers 


Property values, 
street fees behind 
tax changes 


By Frederick Melo 
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When Dennis Chisholm opened 
his estimated property tax state- 
ment from Ramsey County for 
2018, he thought he was seeing 
double. He’s the first to admit his 
modest single-family home off 
Rice Street is no mansion. 

But according to the assessor’s 
office, his home value has gone 
up from $119,000 to more than 
$136,000 in a single year. 

That sort of increase in value — 
evident throughout St. Paul’s 
North End, and to a lesser extent 
throughout the city — is one of 
three key reasons his city, county 
and school district property taxes 
are expected to climb a combined 
$333 next year, or 22 percent. 

He’s never seen anything like it. 
For St. Paul, a volatile tax year is 
just over the horizon. 

“Everybody on my block is 
working poor,” Chisholm said 
during a Ramsey County Truth in 
Taxation hearing last week. “I’m 
better off than most of the people 
on my block. My niece, with that 
increase last year, she almost lost 
her house, so the rest of us 
pitched in and helped her.” 

In Chisholm’s case, there’s also 
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House, Senate 
must reconcile 
latest tax bills 


The two plans have 
differences, separate 
fiscal impacts 


By Jim Puzzanghera 
and Lisa Mascaro 
Tribune Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — House and 
Senate Republicans are set to go 
to work this week to reconcile sig- 
nificant differences between their 
two tax bills. 

Here are the biggest sticking 
points they need to resolve while 
making sure the legislation does 
not reduce revenue by more than 
$1.5 trillion over the next decade 
or, under Senate rules, add to the 
budget deficit after that. If it 
exceeds that amount, Republi- 
cans could no longer pass their 
tax package with a simple majori- 
ty vote in the Senate. 


INDIVIDUAL TAX RATES 


The House bill collapses the cur- 
rent seven brackets into four and 
keeps the top tax rate of 39.6 per- 
cent, although it raises the 
income level at which that 
applies. The changes would take 
effect in 2018 and would reduce 
federal revenues by an estimated 
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